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òGlory to God, whose power, working in 

us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine.ó       BAS, p. 214 

 

What a refrain for the New Year!  Can you imagine 

what we as a parish would feel like, would look like, if 

each of us took these words to heart and truly believed 

what we pray after every Communion? 

Itõs all about God. When we pray, we give glory to 

God ð and to no one else. It is God who invites us to 

partnership in proclaiming Godõs Reign through our 

words and deeds.  

           

         Itõs all about the power of God.  

 

Nancyõs instructions for baking bread made me aware 

again of the power of yeast. A lot of dough needs but 

a little yeast to make the whole batter rise. How often 

do we remember that Godõs power is like the yeast; we 

are like the dough? 

When  in  faith  we  live  that  reality,  when  we  truly 

believe that it is not our power but Godõs working in 

us then miracles of sustaining, of growth occur within 

us, within  our  parish,  within  our  community.  Some 

people die, some people move. Some people are born, 

some people join Holy Trinity.  

  

Some people continue in certain ministries, others 

discontinue familiar ones, others undertake new 

ones. If our hearts are continuously responding to 

Godõs gentle and persistent nudging we will end up 

doing òinfinitely more than we can ask or imagine.ó 

  

  Now is the time to take God seriously.  

 

We will have time enough, talent enough, money 

enough to engage in current and new ministries. We 

have to take the time to look within, to be quiet, 

listen to Godõs voice and then respond generously 

by deepening our commitment to the ministry God 

is entrusting to each of us to make Godõs Reign 

present this year. 

So, to what is God calling you? There are many 

needs: liturgical, financial, service.  Tell us to which 

you are responding in 2012.  

 

     òGlory  to  God  from  generation  to 

generation, in the Church and in Christ 

Jesus, forever and ever.  Amen.ó       

                                                     BAS p. 214. 

Sincerely, 

Alex+/Nancy+ 
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    PHOTO REFLECTIONS FROM DEC. 2011 

 LESSONS  & CAROLS            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SELKIRK REGIONõS CLERGY AND                                                                      

           REPRESENTATIVES AT CATHEDRAL  

     

    Our display for 

Cathedral back 

at Holy Trinity.  

Here pictured 

with our Youthõs         

Gingerbread        

House!! 

                            DEACON WALLY  

                                      

 

     Cathedral                                

Growing  up  in  Port 

Renfrew  and Ladysmith, 

I  could  only  see        

cathedrals in books, but I 

ôknewõ cathedrals were an expression of the highest 

aspiration of a  society  towards  God.  Recently,  I  

served  at  an ordination and a group service at our 

Christ Church Cathedral, and I reflected on what I 

thought then, and what I think now about cathedrals.  

Then and now, St. Paulõs London and Christ Church 

Victoria are inspiring places to be. Music reverberates 

off  the  stone,  high  vaulted 

ceiling.  The colours are rich and 

bright.  The whole building 

seems to reach into the sky, the 

archetypical ôhome of Godõ,  

and  the  coloured   windows  

add  grace  and  education     

simultaneously.   Worthy and 

significant people have their 

names throughout the building.   

              Now comes the ôbutõ part.          

Jesus came to us through a poor working family, not a 

high priestõs family.  He  taught  at  the  High  Temple,  

but  most  of  the stories of 

the  Gospels  have   him   

traveling  and teaching among 

people who are  not  usually  

comfortable  inside  temples 

or cathedrals.   

God  seems  to  have  a      

disconcerting habit of favouring areas far from the 

centers of social and economic power. In other words, 

He is more likely to manifest Himself in Sooke, Port 

Hardy, Ojo de agua, the slum of  a  mega-city  or  an  

African  village  than  in   Westminster Abbey.  The 

magnificence or not of our churches donõt make much 

difference.      
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            VITAL VITTLES CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even much needed gifts 

were in good supply! 
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      A mission to occupy us in 2012     

2012 dawned peacefully in Sooke, with a tease of sunshine, 

comfortable temperatures and a splash of blue sky. It was a 

promising way to start the new year, coming after a rainy, 

blustery final week of 2011 in these parts. I'm going to take 

that as a last gasp of a year that I must say I wasn't sad to 

see  the  end  of.   2011  was  a  challenging  year  in  many 

respects, particularly  with  the  illness  and  death  of  my 

father-in-law Ray. But I'm also acutely aware that many 

other  people  faced  far  larger  challenges  than  I  with 

courage,  optimism  and  faith,  and  from  that  I  draw 

inspiration.  

In the newspaper business that I was a part of for many 

years, it's a cherished rite to publish stories in the final days 

of a year which rate the "top 10 stories" or the "top five 

trends". It helps us all take stock of the 365 days we've all 

been through, and in all honestly, it fills space during a slow 

part of the news cycle..  

One of the stories that got considerable coverage last year 

was the "Occupy" movement, where protestors set up tent  

cities and  'rattled chains',  all  the  way  from  the concrete 

canyons of Wall Street to the green 

lawns of Victoria.  

I think the Occupy movement made 

some mistakes and became disjointed 

in its message, but I think it has 

served a very useful purpose, that 

of questioning the status quo in 

our western society. And  I  

couldn't help agreeing with a   

columnist I read who suggested 

Jesus would have  fit  right  in  

with  the      Occupy  people.   He  was,  during  the  years  

of  his    ministry, the  ultimate   questioner, some  would 

say the classic rabble rouser.  Jesus challenged people to 

think about the world they lived in in a radically different 

way - to caution wealthy people that all their cash isn't   

going to guarantee them a 

first-class ticket into 

Heaven. He walked, talked 

and dined with  the  poor  

and  the marginalized.  He 

tossed the money changers 

out of the temple.  

In his eyes,  those  who  are  blessed  were  the  peace-

makers,  the poor and those with heavy hearts, not the 

CEOs, professional athletes and rock stars.   

That's the ongoing challenge for the church as an 

entity and people of faith as individuals in 2012; to  

strive  to  get  a  little  better  at  following  Jesus'       

example of compassion for those in need, of fighting 

social injustice wherever we find it, of not being afraid 

to speak up with courage, just as those bearded,  slightly  

scruffy  people  in  the  Occupy movement  have  done  

in  recent  months.  Our  materialistic society  continues  

to  chug  along,  but  maybe  those Occupy people 

planted a few seeds which will grow into collective food 

for thought about where we're going.  

At  Holy  Trinity,  we  carry  out  a  compassionate    

ministry on a weekly basis through Vital Vittles.  It may  

not  make  the  evening  TV  news,  but  here are a 

group of people saying to their fellow children of  God,  

"come into our place, rest, warm up, enjoy a meal,  find  

friendship."  Even  being  a  small        congregation, we 

are making a difference in the lives of those around us.  

One  of  the  joys  of  a  rainy,  windy  Holiday  week 

was  to  get  some  time  indoors  to  read,  both  old 

and new books.  I  had  a  chance  to  reread  one  of  

my  favourites, a little volume called Beatitudes for the 

Workplace by a Jesuit priest I know whose name is Father 

Max  Oliva.  Father  Max  recounts  his  struggles  in  

transitioning  from  a  corporate  life  into  the       

priesthood and the prayers and wisdom that got him 

through some tough times. One that stuck with Fr. Max, 

and now with me, was Isaiah 54:10 -  

"The mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my 

steadfast love shall  not  depart  from  you,  and  my covenant  of  

peace  shall  not  be removed,  says  the  Lord  who  has    com-

passion on you.ó         

 

 

 

If  I  take  nothing  else  out  of  2012,  let  it  be  that 

hopeful promise.      

Happy New Year to everyone at Holy Trinity.     

                                                     ~ Graeme Morton                                                                                                       
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     CELEBRATING 100 YEARS  

Soonð but 2012 is the year to plan; we turn 100 next 

year in 2013!   

So, what do YOU think should be included in our 

celebrations?  After all it is a big milestone in the 

Sooke  community  as  well  as  the  Parish  and   

Diocesan community. 

         Here are some ideas to get us       

                started thinking!   

1ñCelebrate our history!   

2ñCreate photo displays, articles in newspaper.  

3ñHold an open house highlighting our History 

and Contributions weõve made to community.                     

4ñCollect and scan photos from parishioners to be 

in a slide show 

 5ñPlan an Anniversary Tea or a meal as fund raiser 

for a particular cause. 

 6ñHave a òvintageó bake sale with types of bake  

goods from Bake Sales Past! 

 7ñCombine some of above and add in a Concert! 

 8ñ Something commemorative like mugs with 

dates and picture of old and new buildings. 

                      What else?   

Get your ideas together and pass them on to your 

Parish Council.   

 Offer your talent in an area that would  help to 

make some of this happen! 

        

      Incarnation Meditation  

               by Jim Burklo  

I Am                                                                                                              

What comes before sand and sandstone,        

Chickens and eggs.  

I am the unproven truth  

On which all proofs depend.  

 

So why this stirring, this painful urge  

To emerge through the cosmic pelvis?  

Why this wanting to breathe thin air,  

To play in the dirt, to shave wood, to cleave 

to flesh?  

To make friends I could lose,  

To share love that could break,  

To mingle in blood and spit and mud?  

 

On this side I am a wingless angel, floating,  

Sustained by all that surrounds me,  

Breathless in bliss, in timeless sabbath rest.  

On this side, I am someone else's idea.  

All that without will or effort is, I am.  

 

Out there are choices to be made:  

Laments or laughter, caresses or crosses.  

Out there are surprises -- 

Unspeakable horrors, ineffable ecstasies.  

Out there is a Way,  

Narrow or wide, slippery or safe?  

 

Out there I dread, but yearn to go....  

Out there is Christmas.  
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           ITõS GONE NOW 

Even if we wanted to, we canõt do anything about it.   

As of midnight on December 31st we entered into the 

New Year; the old one is gone, never to return.   

Did  you  put  up  a  new  calendar  and  fill  it  with 

the important dates to remember?  Did you think 

about  how  this  2012 calendar  is  like  an  expanded 

edition of the Advent Calendar?   

 

The difference being that 

instead of counting down 

the days until the birth of  

Jesus  we  have  a  full  366  

days  to  continue our         

co-creation of life with 

God!   

RIGHT...YOU ARE A CO-CREATOR WITH GOD 

God invites us each moment of each day to stop and 

fully  engage; to discover  the  possibilities  in  our 

own  surroundings.  Each day is an opportunity for a 

great adventure; each day a vehicle in which God puts 

out a display, a treasure trove of gifts for us.  

     But do we have eyes to see or ears to hear?   

There is a practical spirituality to be discovered all 

around us daily.  There are simple gifts, but precious 

gifts, if weõd just look and listen.  You will find that 

wisdom  stares  you  in  the  face,  if  youõd  just  take  

a moment and observe life; anywhere, everywhere and 

at all times. 

2012 isnõt just another year. It is another  opportunity; 

one that starts with an invitation from God to each of 

us to: 

              Start again, start anew.  

      ABOUT THE 2012 BUDGET     

  See Parish Budget for 2012 on page 7  

 

Parish  Council  discussed and passed the 2012  

budget at its December meeting.  Elizabeth Tanner 

has done her usual careful job of giving us the actual 

expenditures in the last two years, our budget last year, 

and the budget for 2012. The detailed Budget is on the 

bulletin board.  Here are highlights: 

 

Å2012 revenue is almost the same as we received in 
2011, except:  
ÅEnvelopes and E-giving is $5,563 lower 

than received last year, but roughly 
double what is pledged for 2012.  

ÅExpense  recovery  is  $3,155  lower,    
because we are finished rebuilding the 
rectory.    

Å2012  expenses,  including  the  rectorõs  salary, 
music, cleaning and operating costs, are almost 
the  same  as  we  budgeted  and  paid  in 2011, 
except:  
ÅApportionment ð our assessment to the 

Diocese ð is up $7,183, because  it  is  
set  on  our  operating revenue that has 
increased since 2009.  

ÅReduction in our line of credit is up 
$10,505.  This starts to pay off the debt 
invested to rebuild the rectory, before 
interest rates increase.   

ÅThe budget is in balance, except for the reduction  
in  our  line  of  credit.  To avoid going into a 
cash deficit, we will have to find new fund  
raising ideas.  It is very difficult to further    
reduce operating expenses, because when the 
church is open, it needs light, heat, telephone 
and cleaning.   

 

   2012 will be our first year with a line of credit, and a 

separate Operating Account.  Our bank will allow us 

to  run  an  overdraft  of  up  to  $10,000,  but  our 

Treasurer really wants to keep our Operating Account 

with a positive balance throughout the year!  

                                             ~ Deacon Wally 


