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  LIFE EVERLASTING,                                                  

                    LIFE IN ABUNDANCE 

When Luke writes the Good News about Jesus, only 

once does he mention the Sadducees (Luke 20: 27-38). 

The  group  about  which  he  speaks  mostly  is  the 

Pharisees, pious Jews who believed in the resurrection 

of the dead. The Sadducees based their beliefs on the 

actual writings of Moses. Since they did not find any 

texts which explicitly spoke about the resurrection, 

they asked Jesus about this topic. To fully appreciate 

the story they tell in order to show the silliness of this 

Pharisaic belief, remember that in Jewish tradition if a 

male died without leaving his widow with a child, his 

brother  was  bound  to  produce  a  child  with  her in 

order to carry on the deceased brother’s name. Hence, 

this arrangement was called levirate (from the Latin 

levir meaning brother-in-law) marriage because the 

child came from the union of the widow with her 

brother-in-law.  All seven brothers married her. ―At 

the resurrection,‖ they asked, ―whose wife will she 

be?‖  

Jesus  teaches  that  life  after  death  will be totally 

different from life before death. He does not say how. 

Rather, he invites us to trust God who gave us life to 

continue to bless us with life: life in abundance!  Every 

Sunday when we repeat the Apostles’ Creed, we affirm 

our belief ―in the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.‖ 

The Pharisees believed in angels and in a Saviour 

whom God would send; the Sadducees believed in 

neither. Advent is a time for reconnecting with the 

hope of the Pharisees.  Unlike them, we believe that 

the Saviour, in the person of Jesus, has already 

come. Because Jesus did not fulfill their image of 

their saviour, they are still waiting. 

So, what  could  we  be  thinking  about  during the 

season of Advent?  Not about preparation for the 

physical birth of Jesus;  He  has  already  come  and 

returned to God.  However, on a deeper spiritual 

level we are waiting for him to continue to reveal 

himself in a more intimate, more spiritually satisfying 

way. Similar  to  the  deepest  relationship  we have 

with another human being, there is still more to 

growth,  to  the  intimacy,  to  the  unity  of  that 

relationship.  

So, invite family, friends and neighbours to prepare 

for Christmas by participating in the lighting of the 

Advent wreath during the four Sundays before 

Christmas, and at 4 pm on December 12th,  in the 

festive Advent Lessons and Carols: story and singing 

for all. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alex+/Nancy+ 
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DEACON WALLY’S REFLECTION:  

November 2010 Newsletter 

My  2010  Covenant  includes  3  weeks for religious 

education and reflection. Why did I choose in Honduras 

in November for my reflection about my ministry?   

I will be in Ojo de agua, ( Eye of water ) a small town in 

the hills of Honduras. The roads are rutted dirt, roosters 

start to call at 4:30 am, the water system works once or 

twice a week, and banana trees poke up among the pine 

trees.  I  will  be  torn  by  people  seeking  money  and 

affirmation with stories of illness and poverty.  The  lay   

pastor of the town 

is seriously ill.  The 

large new church is 

almost finished 

construction.  

I will walk, read, 

pray and probably 

give the neighbours 

somebody new to talk about. There is a different quality 

of quiet in a home without a telephone, internet, or even 

a bicycle.  Will I listen differently for God’s quiet voice 

in such a place rather than at home?  

Christ comes every day in every language everywhere in 

the  world.  La  Iglesia  Episcopal  de  Honduras, the 

Anglican diocese in Honduras, was formed before our 

Diocese of  British  Columbia.  There  are  far  more 

Anglicans now in Africa than Anglicans in the United 

Kingdom, United States, Australia and New Zealand – 

combined.  

The third world has more 

to teach us than we have 

to  teach  them.  I am 

inspired  by  people 

reaching  beyond  the 

difficulties of poverty.  

And....sometimes we  

understand home better 

from afar. 

 

Please pray for me while I am away. Let’s share stories 

when I return.                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                     ~Wally 

 Advent begins Nov. 28th  and it 

marks the beginning of the liturgical year. While it 

expresses the deep longing of all humanity for God,  

it celebrates  the  three-fold  coming  of  the  Lord:  

remembering the events that surrounded the Lord’s 

coming long ago, celebrating His coming among us 

today, and looking forward to his final coming in 

glory. 

Advent is a season of devout and joyful expectation. 

Its four Sundays (with its actual length determined by 

the weekday of Christmas) highlight our desire and 

longing for peace, justice and unity. 

The first part of Advent looks forward to the Lord’s 

glorious return at the end of time and reflects on his 

presence among us today. 

The second part - from December 17th to 24th  - is a 

direct  preparation  for  Christmas  the  yearly      

commemoration  of  Jesus’  coming  among  us  in 

human flesh. 

Although the length of Advent once extended back 

to November 11th and was generally celebrated as a 

season of penance, its character today is expressed in 

terms of anticipation, longing and incompleteness.  

 

Faith lights our way to a God who is made 

present in the flesh. 

 

Enlivened and united in the Spirit, we journey 

through Advent toward the consummation of human 

history and prepare for the Christmas feast.   

 

Advent is a period of quiet and moderation; a time 

inspired by anticipation rather than penance;  a  

season  that  acknowledges  our  incompleteness. 

 

 

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS AT HOLY TRINITY WILL 
BE PRESENTED ON DECEMBER  12th at 4 pm.   
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KANDAHAR                 

AIRFIELD,                  
Afghanistan     

     

               -- This photo of 

Cpl. Martin Pelletier was 

taken three years ago.  At 

the time he had just lost a 

friend, which he said then, ― gives everyday a new 

meaning for me... now my personal mission is to save 

lives." 

 

With the Canadian mission in Afghanistan we’ve now 

ended  decades  of  Remembrance  Days  as  being an 

occasion to mark wars and deaths of long ago; then it 

was more about paying respects to a war they’d only 

heard  about,  perhaps  from  a  grandfather  or a 

great-grandfather.   Today, however,  there  are no 

uniformed enemies and few front lines.  The landscape 

has changed in many ways, its religious extremists who 

live alongside other Afghans,  guerrilla attacks, and 

buried bombs on the roads used to get to battle. 

Today our young returning veterans, women as well as 

men, are in their late teens and early twenties; theirs is 

a fresh and modern remembrance.  They’ve served 

hard and proudly, wear the Canadian flag on their left 

shoulder, putting their life on the line.  Some have 

paid the ultimate price; they are the ones with whom 

these veterans worked, laughed, fought and prayed, 

side by side, day in and day out.  

This  Remembrance  Day  let  us  do  more  than  just 

remember.                                                                             

Let  us  commit  to  doing  what we can to promote 

understanding, justice and peace, starting in our own 

home, town and province. 

WE  WILL REMEMBER, 

WE WILL DO MORE. 

           WE WILL  

      BRING ABOUT  

CHANGE FOR GOOD.  

                        ~ Nancy 

 How are we, as followers of  Jesus, called by 

God to be peaceful,  political,  peculiar,  

relevant, and radical in our world?  

 

―Although it is not always socially acceptable, not always 

popular, we are called to the ministry of reconciliation. 

We have been entrusted with a specific message -- that 

Jesus Christ died to reconcile us to God and to each 

other. The two things were accomplished at the same 

time, in the same act of salvation ... This is our story, 

and we have a mandate to tell it.‖                                                 

- Brenda Salter McNeil,  A Credible Witness 

 

―Whether it’s self-medicating, anger or violence, these 

are the consequences of war, and you have to think 

about all the people affected by soldiers coming home, 

the parents, spouses, children, brothers, sisters, aunts 

and cousins.‖                                                                       

- Cynthia Thomas, US Army wife  

 

―The   Christian   faith   for  most  people   is   not  

communicated by doctrinal pronouncements ... but by 

what goes on in the church in its most local setting. It is 

here, in the church down the street, that people are 

caught up in the Gospel promise -- or are turned away.‖                             

- James C. Fenhagen,  Mutual Ministry 

 

"Unless  we  are prepared to risk injury and death in 

nonviolent  opposition to the injustice  our  societies 

foster, we don't dare even whisper another word about 

pacifism to our sisters and brothers in those desperate 

lands.  Unless  we  are  ready  to die developing new 

nonviolent attempts to reduce international conflict, we 

should confess that we never really meant the cross was 

an alternative to the sword. Unless the majority of our 

people in nuclear nations are ready as congregations to 

risk social disapproval and government harassment in a 

clear call to live without nuclear weapons, we should 

sadly   acknowledge   that  we  have  betrayed  our 

peacemaking heritage.  Making  peace is as costly as 

waging war. Unless we are prepared to pay the cost of 

peacemaking, we have no right to claim the label or 

preach the message."                                                                              

- Shane Claiborne & Chris Haw  from their book “Jesus for 

President” 
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 A THANKSGIVING TO REMEMBER!   

        There were over 100 served at Vital Vittles! 

 

Shirley Roodbol coordinated the baking of the turkeys,   

trimmings and, of course, the yummy deserts.  But none  of it                 

ever gets done without our      

                   FABULOUS VOLUNTEERS!   

                                      ...both seen and unseen!   
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     The Bishop will be with us the 

first Sunday in November!     
Once again we will 

enjoy the presence 

of our Bishop at the 

Sunday        Liturgy, 

November 7th; and 

this year he will be 

accompanied by his 

wife Annette.  

Much  will  be    

happening  this   

particular Sunday as 

we are also celebrating Remembrance Day.  There will 

be  special  music  and  musicians  from  the  Seventh 

Day Adventist  congregation  on  the  occasion  of  his  

and  Annette’s  presence.  You  may  recall  that  the 

Seventh  Day  Adventist  congregation  was  very      

welcoming to us during the time after the fire when we 

had no place to worship. 

And, in  case  you  didn’t  know, Annette Cowan, is a 

co-facilitator for the Education for Ministry program for 

the southern part of our diocese.  

Education  for  Ministry  (EfM)  is  an  international 

program for  the  study  of  the  breadth of our Christian 

tradition — from the earliest period to the present.   

Current students in our diocese include the Rev. Dolly 

Beaumont, formally of Holy Trinity!                                              

The focus of the program is on life as ministry and the 

understanding  of  that  ministry,  but  it  also  includes, 

to name a few, disciplines of theology, liturgics and 

church history. Make it a  point  to  find  out  more  

about this exciting  program while Annette is among us! 

Plan to join Bishop James and Annette for the luncheon after the 

service; this will be coordinated by Norma Fitchett. 

      SAINTS FOR NOVEMBER 

There was a time when the lives of Saints inspired the 

faithful on a regular basis; monthly their lives were 

noted. Today,  we  can  still  find  them  mentioned  on  

Church calendars as well as in books; do you remember 

these:  

St. Martin de Porres was born at Lima, Peru, in 1579. 

His  father  was  a  Spanish  gentleman and his mother a 

coloured freed-woman from Panama. At 15, he became 

a lay brother at the Dominican Friary at Lima and spent 

his whole life there—among other things, as a barber 

and farm laborer.  

St. Martin's  love  was  all-embracing, shown equally to 

humans and to animals,  including  vermin,  and  he 

maintained a cats and dogs hospital at his sister's house. 

He also possessed spiritual wisdom, demonstrated in his 

resolving  theological  problems for the learned of his 

Order and for bishops. A close friend of St. Rose of 

Lima, this saintly man died on November 3, 1639 and 

was given saintly status on May 6, 1962. His feast day 

is November 3.  

Margaret was an English princess. She and her mother 
sailed to Scotland  to escape from the king who had 
conquered their land.  King  Malcolm  of  Scotland   
welcomed them  and  fell in love  with the beautiful 
princess.  Before  long  Margaret  and Malcolm were 
married. 

 As Queen, Margaret changed her husband and the 
country for the better. Malcolm was good, but he and 
his court were very rough. When he saw how wise his 
beloved wife was, he listened to her good  advice. She 
softened his temper and led him to practice great virtue. 
She made the court beautiful and civilized. Soon all the 
princes had better manners, and the ladies copied her 
purity and devotion. The king and queen gave wonderful 
example to everyone by the way they prayed together 
and fed crowds of poor people with their own hands. 
They seemed to have only one desire: to make everyone 
happy and good.  

Margaret was a blessing for  all  the  people  of Scotland.  
Before  she  came,  there  was  great ignorance and  
many  bad  habits among them.  Margaret  worked  hard  
to obtain good teachers, to correct the evil practices, and 
to have new churches built.              Continued on next page...                                                                                                                                      

EDITORS NOTE:    In searching high and low I 

did not find any photos of Annette Cowan.  All of 

you with  cameras  on  Sunday...  please   get   us   

some pictures for our archives and future issues!                                          

                                                                                              ~ Nancy                                                                             
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She loved to make these churches  beautiful  for  God's   
glory,  and  she  embroidered  the  priest's vestments  
herself.                                                                                     
God sent this holy Queen  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 
She  loved  them  dearly and raised them well.    The 
youngest boy  became  St. David.  But  Margaret  had 
sorrows, too. In her last illness, she learned that both her 
husband and her son, Edward, had been killed in battle. 
Yet she prayed: "I thank You, Almighty God, for sending  
me so  great  a sorrow to purify me from my sins."  

Let us take this saintly Queen for our example. While we 

do our duties, let us keep in mind the joys that God will 

give us in Heaven. Her feast day is November 16th.  

St. Elizabeth was born in Hungary in 1207,  the 

daughter of Alexander II, King of Hungary. At the age  

of four she was sent for education to the court of the 

Landgrave of Thuringia, to whose infant son she was  

betrothed. As she grew in age, her piety also increased by 

leaps and bounds.  In 1221,  she  married  Louis  of 

Thuringia and in spite of her position at court began to 

lead  an  austerely  simple  life, practiced penance, and 

devoted herself to works of charity.                                                                                       

Her husband was himself much inclined to religion and 

highly  esteemed  her  virtue,  encouraging  her  in  her 

exemplary life.   They  had three children when  tragedy  

struck - Louis  was  killed  while  fighting  with  the    

Crusaders.   After  his  death,  Elizabeth  left  the  court,  

made arrangements for the care of her children, and in 

1228, renounced the world, becoming a tertiary of St. 

Francis. She built the Franciscan hospital at Marburg and 

devoted herself to the care of the sick until her death at 

the age of 24 in 1231.  

St.  Elizabeth  is  the  patron  saint  of  bakers,                           

countesses,  death  of  children,  falsely accused,  the 

homeless, nursing services, widows, and young brides. 

Her symbols are alms, flowers, bread, the poor, and a 

pitcher.   November 19th is her feast day. 

     

      SAINTS  IN  ADVENT  

The first part of Advent allows for the celebration of 

feasts of the saints; from December 17th until 

Christmas, the liturgy and readings of the day have 

priority. 

Mary  plays  a prominent role in Advent; it is the 

season in which she finds a special place as the one 

who gives herself to the service of the Word. 

December 8th:  celebrates  Mary’s  own  sinless  

conception (which is not to be identified with the 

virgin birth  of  Jesus);  this  is  fulfilled in the    

commemoration of her birth on September 8th.  

Mary is the  perfect Advent model of what the 

Church is called to be. 

December 12th: Our Lady of 

Guadalupe (commemorating the 

apparitions to Juan Diego 

Cuauhtlatoatxin in Mexico in 

1531) has particular significance  

in  North  America  in  which  she  

is celebrated as patroness.   

 

 

 

In Canada,  it  is  a 

National Day of   

Prayer for             

Aboriginal People. 

 

                              

Many countries had a tradition called the  Masses:  

special     celebrations  in  honour  of  Mary  during 

Advent.   

Older  calendars  included a number of reflective 

feasts (for example, her Betrothal to Joseph and her 

Waiting (Expectation) for the Birth).                              

Although these celebrations are not included in the 

current  liturgical  books,  Mary’s  role  is  clearly 

expressed,  especially in the days directly  before 

Christmas. 

              FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

              We  remember  and  give  thanks. 

For  the  life  of  Cy Norris, February 18th,  Linda 

Clark, April 4th and Phyllis Blanchard, October 15th. 

                        May they live in glory!   
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SET UP TABLES...    AUCTION DISPLAY… 

              READY THE KITCHEN…   ADD FINISHING TOUCHES 

AND THEN THEY CAME!!! 

   

Over  100  people  came  and enjoyed a  great Spaghetti Dinner and 

Silent  Auction  at  the  Legion,  as  Holy  Trinity  hosted  a         

fundraiser on October 23rd. 

This fundraising event, coordinated by Connie Isherwood, the     

dinner and auction, along with the Elegant White Elephant/Bake 

and Plant Sales netted  over $3,700   to  further Parish ministries! 

 

 

Our Rector,  Alex+  thanks  the  Legion  for  use  of  their  Hall   

for our   fundraiser  and  for  their support  of  the  Vital Vitals  

Program 

Many  thanks,  too,  to  Tom  and  Marie  Lott  who  are  our 

liaisons to the Legion. 

 

                OTHER ACTIVITIES IN AND AROUND SOOKE!!  

               Our parishioners are involved far and wide...consider attending these events: 

Threads in the City  Nov. 6—Dec. 2, at the Martin Batchelor Gallery—712 Cormorant Street.  Our own Mary 

Holland, Elizabeth Tanner, and Joan Taylor will be participating. 

Remembrance Day  will  be  celebrated  on  Nov.11, 11:11am  at  the  Legion  with  a  Parade  starting  at  10:30 am  

at  the  Evergreen Centre.                             

Joseph’s  Technicolor Coat  is being performed at the High School from Nov. 5—21.  Graeme Morton and Miranda 

Welch will perform and Lucinda Welch is the Stage Manager.   
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            MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  NOVEMBER 

  7   10:00 am  Bishop James and Annette Cowan’s annual visit 

  9   1:30 pm   Alzheimer Support Group 

 11   11:11 am  Remembrance Day at Legion 

 21   4:30 pm  Christ Church Cathedral—A Liturgy of Hope and Thanksgiving for new     

parish in Selkirk Region   

 28  10:00am  First Sunday of Advent —Sullivan  Sisters  offer  a  preview, immediately after the service, 

of  their  upcoming  fundraising concert for Holy Trinity, on December 10 at 7:30 pm                                    

           DECEMBER 

12    4:00 pm   Advent Lessons and Carols, followed by a reception 

17  11:30 am    Vital Vittles  — Christmas Dinner                        

24    7:00 pm   Christmas Eve Holy Communion with children’s skit                                   

25   10:00 am   Christmas Day Holy Communion 

26    10:00 am  Sunday Holy Communion with children’s skit    

  

Holy Trinity Anglican Church 

1962 Murray Road 

P.O. Box 519 

Sooke BC Canada   V9Z 1H5 

 

Office: 250-642-3172 

Home: 250-664-6103 

Alex’s e-mail: nagyaf@yahoo.com 

Nancy’s e-mail: revsngn@yahoo.com 

Website: www.holytrinitysookebc.org 

    CELEBRATIONS 

    Birthdays 

  4  Claire Sutherland  

11 Shirley Sutherland 

12 Bruce Gilbert 

16 Joe Titus + 

18 Chris Cadman, Don Lee + 

20 Pat Lee 

24 David Lee 

27  Barry Baldwin 

  Anniversaries 

 2   Connie and Foster Isherwood 

 4   Chris and Fred Cadman 

   

     November 1st 

   November 28th 


