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How closely does your experience approximate ours?  

Our growth, whether it be personal or as a couple, 

spiritual or financial, parish or community, involves 

pain. We agree on the conclusion, discuss the means; 

but moving from point A to point B very often is the 

painful part.  

Letting go of some parts of our cherished past, ideas 

and ideals, is also painful. No longer using all the 

words, references or even all the prayers and hymns of 

our childhood can be painful. However, as people of 

faith who trust in a Provident God and the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, we are capable of living gratefully into 

that future to which our God calls us. 

One example. We enjoy asking people to name their 

favorite hymn. After they name it, we ask them to tell 

us briefly of what that was like: going backward from 

favorite, to ok, to sometimes I heard it, to initially it  

did  nothing  for  me  or  even, I didnõt like it, to the 

beginning: I never heard it before. 

We have also experienced the lethargy of not having to 

change, of just doing the familiar year after year with 

predictable  outcomes. Then  all  of  a  sudden  we are 

told  of  a  crisis  that  jeopardizes  our  comfort zone. 

Something like that has occurred in our diocese. 

The 2008 Parish Annual Reports (PAR)  for the diocese 

have given us a cold water shower. Weõre not a diocese 

in bad health; we are on a respirator!  We  are  not     

panicking but we are standing on a burning platform. 

Consider these facts: in our diocese in 2007, there 

were 9,100 Anglicans on our parish roles with an 

average Sunday attendance (ASA) of 4,955. In 2008, 

the ASA had dropped to 3,856 which is an alarming 

decrease of 28.5%.  

For 2008, all 10 parishes of our Region reported a 

budget deficit and 9/10 parishes had a decline in 

ASA. Ours was the only parish which showed an 

increase (24%) in ASA from 38 in 2007 to 47 in 

2008. Last monthõs ASA of 59 brought us very 

close to our 2002 ASA of 62. Only in 1997 were we 

at a parish historical high of 70. 

We are grateful to our abundant God who contin-

ues to bless us with increase. However, we are nei-

ther complacent nor satisfied. In Sooke there are 

approximately 12,500 inhabitants. On any Sunday 

morning adding all worshipers in all places of wor-

ship approaches a paltry 200. Where are the other 

12,300? 

Come, address/strategize around this alarming 

situation on our Island home and together weõll lis-

ten to Godõs guiding us to proclaim with joy the 

Good News of Godõs unconditional love for all 

people in a way that they can readily understand 

this message of hope.        

Sincerely, 

Alex/Nancy 

        THE JOYS AND SORROWS OF LIVING IN EXCITING TIMES  
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DEACON WALLY continues with his Iona 

Experience... 

I  started  with  a  question òWhat is different about 

Christian vs. secular service?ó On the road to an answer 

- a covenant relationship with people and the rest of 

creation -- I discovered  that  the  question  itself  is  

dangerously sinful. Are you interested in what I found?  

First, the  answer  to  the  question. A  covenant  is a 

relationship that is promised and kept òfor richer or 

poorer, for better or worse.ó I keep the covenant arising 

from Christ in each person when I reach out to another 

person's needs. I keep the covenant with creation when 

I ensure that the plants and animals of today can be 

healthy  into  the future. I  do  this  as  a  first priority 

because God underlies all people and all creation.  

Second, the sin of the question. Seeking unequal aspects 

of thought and action for Christians from the secular 

tries to isolate and presumably raise Christians above 

other people. The sin is pride, and maybe a few others!! 

It is enough that Christians and non-Christians walk and 

share the same road. We can celebrate that we are on 

this  journey  together  and  can  honour our partner's 

motivation as much as our own.  

Third, why answer a sinful question? The construction 

of the Tower of Babel stopped when the language of the 

builders went from one to many. We build with what is 

shared with our brothers and sisters. If, by God's grace, 

Christians can go from talk to walk and then all the way 

to covenant, let those actions, not words, be our light 

and example to the world.  

Iona 4: Call to Ministry  

I  gather  information.  I  analyze.  I weigh  options.  I 

decide.  I act. I do.  I accept the consequences of my 

decisions.  Within  the  boundaries  of  the  law, I do 

whatever I think best.  This is a powerful, useful and 

responsible model for decision and action in my life.  

Yet  this  model  is in a  separate universe from what I 

understood when I accepted ministry. This process for 

ministry is, importantly, called discernment. It is not a 

decision, it is an understanding.  

Julian of Norwich ran through the streets shouting 

òMy deepest me is God! My deepest me is God!ó I 

discern and understand what is central to my core. I 

do not decide what that should be, for it is my small 

window of God, universal and unchanging before me, 

in me, and after me. My only decision is whether to try 

to ignore God in me, or with God's grace honour God 

in me with the rest of my life. I am the opposite of the 

slave of God, because that would be separation, with 

power and submission. I enter and live in the mystery 

of God through my ministry, whatever that is now and 

may be in the future.  

 

 

                       ABOUT IONA 

For the Gaels, Iona is I Chaluim Chille - the isle of 

Colm Cille, an  Irish  priest  and  prince  who was to 

become revered as Saint Columba. A tiny island, of 

typically Hebridean beauty, it holds a unique place in 

the story  of  Scotland  and  kindles  the  imagination 

of thousands who journey there each year. Yet it is 

also where people have lived, worked and worshipped 

over many centuries. To and from its shores have 

come monks and pilgrims, clan chiefs and kings, artists 

and craftsmen, farmers and fishermen. 

Today's island community follows in the tradition of 

all those who have gone before them - helping shape 

Iona's story in new ways, fostering a variety of creative 

talents and continuing to welcome visitors from across 

the globe.  

              Seachd bliadhna 'n blr'ath  

        Thig muir air Eirinn re aon tr'ath  

             'S thar Ile ghuirm ghlais  

        Ach sn'amhaidh I Choluim Chl'eirich  

 

The prophecy above tells that seven years before the 

day  of  judgment  the  ocean  will  sweep  over  both 

Ireland and Islay. Yet the Isle of St Columba will swim 

above the waves.  
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            PLAIN DELIGHT: MUSIC WITH THE HARPSICHORD   

                    FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2nd, 7.30pm.     HOLY TRINITY CHURCH.   

                                   Admission by donation. Net proceeds to Holy Trinity Church  

 

Everyone is invited to this evening of varied, interesting and elegantly tuneful music. The previous 

'Plain Delight' concert in March 2008 was a special presentation to mark the re-opening of Holy Trinity 

Church.  This  concert  returns to  a more  eclectic  format and includes music by Purcell and Handel 

because 2009 marks the 350th anniversary of Purcell's birth and the 250th anniversary of Handel's death.  

The programme will include three of their songs on the subject of music, including Handel's familiar  

ôArt  thou  troubled.'  There  will  also  be  instrumental  music  by  two  of  Handel's  great  Baroque  

contemporaries.  Jean-Philippe Rameau and Georg Telemann, and musical works and poems inspired 

by The Virgin Mary that reflect the varied responses to her over the centuries.  

Most of the Marian music will be performed by Sooke's 6-voice female vocal ensemble 'Grace Notes,' 

who last March gave their own lovely concert of music for Our Lady. The items range from plainsong 

and  medieval  carols  (and  thanks  to Fred  Cadman  for  his  help in  translating  some pretty  tricky, 

mediaeval Latin!) to later carols and a 20thC 'Ave Maria.' There will also be a graceful ensemble setting 

of the traditional hymn 'Ave Maris Stella' by the early 17thC Italian composer, Monteverdi.  

Monteverdi is also the composer of an exquisite song to The Virgin Mary that could almost be a secular 

love-song. Likewise a stunning song by Henry Purcell could almost be an aria from a 17thC opera about 

Mary or her Son. It's called 'The Blessed Virgin's Expostulation' but if you want to know what the ex-

postulation is about, you'll have to come to the concert!  

The  solo songs  will  be  sung  by soprano  Nancy Washeim, whose beautiful voice and winning stage 

presence has made her a great favourite with local audiences. Like Nancy, the other musicians apart 

from 'Grace Notes' have all appeared for 'Plain Delight' before: Sue Innes and Anya Rebstock, violins, 

Sally  Brown and Ellen Himmer, cellos, and  Gerda  Alderson  and  Warren  Moore,  recorders.  Philip 

Wadham, Mary Holland and Shirley Roodbol will read the poems, now that Alex and Nancy Nagy are 

unfortunately unable to attend, and Mary Brown is the harpsichordist and organiser, who is grateful to 

everyone prepared to give of their talents.  

The first 'Plain Delight' concert was in 2004 at the request of Rev. Harry Eerkes, to raise funds for the 

new community outreach initiative, 'Vital Vittles.' While Holy Trinity was being rebuilt, the concerts 

were  gratefully  held at St Rose of Lima.  Thanks to the courtesy of the performers, net proceeds from 

admission by donation have always gone to Holy Trinity and this year they're to aid the purchase of mu-

sic supplies for a growing congregation.  

                           There will be refreshments after the concert. See you there! 

                                                                                                                                                      ~Mary Brown 
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   ALEXõS  40th anniversary of Ordination!  (Thanks to Marie and Tom Lott for the cake and photos)                                                                                      

 

HOLY TRINITY IS NOMINATED FOR THE                                                   

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM AWARD!    

Our chief landscaper, Elizabeth Tanner,  places the decal                  

for all to see. 

 

                                                                             

       

                                                                                  

 

 

  

 

 

  A PICTorial REVIEW                          

     Of Last Month 


