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So much of life involves waiting. Whether it be in 

traffic, at the check out counter or for a special occa-

sion, a certain amount of time must pass between 

now and the anticipated event. The choice is clearly 

ours in how we use/waste that interval. The following 

are our suggestions on how to make the time of Ad-

vent fruitful, exciting and thereby making it seem to 

go very fast. 

 

Step one: plan. Take a few minutes now and ask 

yourself: what would you like to accomplish? What 

helped you in the past? How do you propose to make 

it better?   

 

Take the boredom 

out of waiting 

thereby making 

waiting exciting, fun and lamentably far too short! 

 

Choose a time and a place where you will spend at 

least 15 minutes  every  day  reading, reflecting,  

praying, enjoying a tea or a coffee around a reminder, 

such as your Advent wreath, of the season. 

 

Step two: do something for someone else. Specific 

projects depend on your talents and preferences. 

Some possibilities among which to choose: bake drop 

cookies for the Bethlehem Walk and enjoy a visit 

there. (See details on p. 9) Call Shirley to volunteer at 

Vital Vittles. 

 

                                                                                           

Step three: do something for yourself. Make an 

Advent wreath or some other visible reminder of 

the season - as simple or as fancy as it suits you - 

for your home. Join your clergy for the Advent 

Reflection on Saturday, December 6th . Participate 

in the Advent Lessons and Carols to which we are 

invited at Metchosin and/or at our parish. Attend 

the Christmas Story Ellenôs music students will 

present.   

 

Step four: be grateful. Thank God often and in 

detail for the time being given us to appreciate 

and enjoy: this  

beautiful world; life 

now and its fullness 

later on;                

opportunities for 

meeting people and 

developing friendships; many talents to put at the 

service of everyone.   

 

Obviously the focus of Advent is preparing for 

Christmas. But if the birth of Jesus is to be cele-

brated anew, we need to use the time of Advent 

wisely as preparation and planning for our glori-

ous worship on Christmas Eve and/or Christmas 

morning. Come, bring a friend, and thank God for 

the Child, Godôs most precious gift: God in hu-

man form, one of us given to us, children of God. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alex and  Nancy 

                           ADVENT                                                  
A TIME FOR WAITING AND PREPARATION  
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Second Week of Advent  
 
When John the Baptizer made his appearance as a 
preacher in the desert of Judea, this was his theme: 
òReform your lives. The reign of God is at hand!" O 
Jesus, in an empty desert your prophet John proclaimed: 
God is here, at your side. God has come to bring about 
a kingdom where injustice and suffering will be no more, 
where tears will be wiped away, and where those who 
turn to God will feast at a banquet.  
 
"Turn now, your God is standing at your side. Reform 
your lives, God's kingdom is at hand." In an empty de-
sert John said these things.  
 
Give me faith like John's, O Lord, strong enough to be-
lieve even in a desert that you and your kingdom are no 
farther from me than my hand. Make my heart strong 
like his, not swayed by trials or snared by false pleasures. 
Give me courage to be faithful until your promises are 
fulfilled.  

O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, 
only joy of every heart, 
come and save your people.  

 
Third Week of Advent  
 

John's disciples said to Jesus, "Are you 'He who  is  to  
come'  or  do  we  look  for  another?" In reply, Jesus 
said: "Tell John what you hear and see: the blind recover 
their sight, cripples walk, lepers are cured, and the poor 
have good news preached to them..." O Jesus, I rejoice 
at the signs that say you are near. Your power is every-
where if only I could see it.  

Yet my eyes often see only darkness and what has yet to 
be done. I believe in you, yet when I look around evil 
seems so strong and goodness so weak. If you have 
come, why is there still so much suffering and why do 
the poor still despair? Where are your miracles today?  

Your grace, O Lord, is more fruitful in my world than I 
imagine. I know your power is everywhere around me, if 
I could only see it. Show me today where the blind see 
and cripples walk.  

Make my vision sharper than it is.  

Fourth Week of Advent 

The angel Gabriel said to Mary, "Do not fear, Mary, 
you shall conceive and bear a son and give him the 
name Jesus. Great will be his dignity and he will be 
called Son of the Most High..."O Jesus, I believe you 
were born of Mary and are God's Son.  

Your mysterious coming is beyond understanding. 
Yet like your holy mother, Mary, I wish that you 
come to me, for you promised you will. Let me serve 
you in any way I can and know that you are with me 
day by day as my life goes by.  

Like Mary, your mother, though I know you only by 
faith, may my whole being proclaim your greatness 
and my spirit rejoice in your favor to me.  

O Wisdom, holy Word of God, Jesus Christ, 
holding all things in your strong yet tender hands, 
come and show us the way to salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    LESSONS AND CAROLS 
A time honored tradition, Lessons and Carols will be 
celebrated at Holy Trinity on December 14th at 
4pm.  This is a wonderful time to experience the  
Christmas Story in Word and Song.  Together with 
the  spoken  word,  congregational  singing,        
presentations on harp, cello, piano  and organ, read-
ings and meditations, it is a wonderful way to enjoy 
the spirit of the season with family and friends.   

Sunday Dec. 14th 4pm!   

                              Reception follows. 

  REFLECTIONS FOR REMAINING WEEKS IN ADVENT   
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              THE JESSE TREE 

Jesse Trees date back to the Middle Ages. Even some 
ancient cathedrals have Jesse Tree designs in their 
stained glass windows. The idea for a Jesse Tree is in-
spired from Isaiah 11:1, "A shoot will come up from the 
stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch will bear fruit." (Jesse 
was the father of King David.) In Matthew chapter one, 
the Messiah, Jesus, is traced from the line of King 
David, and back to Abraham. 

What is a Jesse Tree? It is a small, leafless tree decorated 
with symbols portraying Jesusõ spiritual heritage. It is a 
kind of family tree which was suggested by Isaiahõs 
prophecy: "there shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots." 

King David is one of Jesusõ ancestors. The prophet 
Samuel, to establish a royal family, anointed David King. 
A thousand years later Jesus was born into this royal line 
of David in Bethlehem, the ancient City of David. The 
Jesse Tree is composed of ornaments which remind us 
of the promise of salvation made by God to Adam and 
Eve and the ancestors of Jesus from Adam to Our Lady 
and events in salvation history. They also remind us of 
Jewish symbols, of Christ and the Church. 

The Jesse Tree represents the 4,000 years of salvation 
history when God prepared His people, the Jews, for the 
coming of the Saviour. Telling and reflecting on this 
story is both the theme and the purpose of Advent. 

For the next four Sundays, the children will be making 
special symbols to hang on a Jesse Tree at the front of 
the church. These symbols will represent different parts 
of Jesusõ family tree, starting from creation and finishing 
with his birth on that first Christmas Day.  

 
Each  Sunday,  at  the conclusion of 
the service, the  children  will  add  
these new   symbols to the Jesse Tree, 
and read corresponding Bible verses to 
the congregation,   describing   those 
particular moments in salvation his-
tory.  

About this very old tradition. Gerald-
ine McCaughrean, the     author of a 
children's book entitled 'The Jesse 
Tree',  gives  the following explanation about the origins 
of the Jesse tree.  òIn the old days, in front of any family  
Bible, a record was kept of the family's history: marriage, 

the children born of those marriages, the mar-
riages and offspring of those children. Over the 
course of generations, those fading spidery lines 
spread outwards, like branches and twigs from a 
single trunk. That is why we call such a record a 
family tree.  

Similarly there would have been, in any number 
of churches, a "Jesse Tree"  a depiction of Jesus' 
family tree in wood, or stone, or stained glass. 
Church  garments  might  even  have  been    
embroidered with a tree.  

Even thousands of years ago, when the stories of 
the Old Testament were first told, families were 
pictured as trees branching from a single trunk.  

"A shoot will spring from the stock of Jesse, and 
from his roots a bud will blossom" said the 
prophet Isaiah in the Bible, foretelling the birth 
of Jesus. It is this verse which gave rise to the 
tradition of Jesse trees in churches.  

Jesse trees were the Bible storybooks of unlet-
tered people. A priest could point to the figures 
or  symbols  and  tell  the  stories of  those  Old 
Testament kings, prophets, heroines, warriors. 
And the tree itself served to show how the New 
Testament grew out of the Old Testament: how 
for Christians, the birth of Jesus was not just a 
beginning,  but  a  completion.  He was  the 
flowering tree planted long before, by God's 
own design. By tracing his earthly ancestry back 
to King David and beyond, it was easy to see 
Jesus as a really historic figure.  

That forest of ancient Jesse Trees fashioned in 
the Middle Ages is long gone. Puritan vandals of 
the 17th century, in their attempts to destroy all 
"graven images" smashed the heads from the 
saints, the wings from the angels, and the figures 
from the Jesse Trees. No tree survives undam-
aged.  

But, in recent times, a new tradition has grown 
up, a new strain of Jesse Tree "grown" at home 
(or in Sunday School). Still planted for the sake 
of its stories, symbols are added day by day dur-
ing the season of Advent, and day by day the 
stories are retold, culminating in the stories of 
the first Christmas."  

                                                       ~Shirley R 
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PARISH STORIES IN PHOTOS :   Celebrating  Ministry of  Alex+ and Nancy+     

                           Welcoming Myrna and Lily through Baptism                               


