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OQur Cl ergy©obs Thoughts and

In cyclical events, one thing must end before anothéiS Worshipers we still recall those with whom we
can begin. In our daily lives we must complete one shared life and faith but whom, with our physical

level of theoretical studies or practical apprenticeshif¥eS: We See no more. It seems to me that if we
before we can proceed to the next level. Daily we ex@™€ 10 gain the full benefit of that event of burn

perience many new beginnings. Examples readily ing-rebuilding, we should ask and take much timg
come to mind: birthdays, promotions at work, in © @nswer several key questions. How was God

organizations, volunteer activities or even in such Perceived in every one of those moments? How

leisure endeavors as quilting, cooking, gardening @S Godo6s unconditiongl |
carpentry. Also in worship, the year is divided into providence manifested through the efforts of all g

seasons. The first of which, you? 0_ Very tr .u Yo
Advent, begins with the last INDEED AT EVERY TURN unless a grain of wheat falls intg

Sunday this montt(See the LIFE LINKS US TO the ground and dies, 1t remains
article in this issue. Justa singie grain, but I it dies

) OUR GOD! it bears much fru
As we approach the end of t

liturgical and calendar year, (John 12_' 24). _
we can learn much by taking time to review the rece¥jf€ nad no say over the fire; we have everythingjto
past. A year ago Holy Trinity parishioners were pre-S&Y about our collective lives since our bishop re
paring to move into the newly rebuilt sanctuary and ¢Onsecrated our new home. After the Reverend
parish house. The time of planning, negotiations witc @ "o n  Phi 1 i p Wadhamoés |t wo
the insurance company and rebuilding were Comingtféf’ we bega“ what we hope V\_”” be a long time
an end. None of this could have happened had the Siynistry with you. We thank Bishop James and gl
church structure not burnt to the ground. There was©f You for the unforgettable induction as your

real trauma, loss and anguish. However, there was &I€59Y- We also very much appreciated the pres-
much anticipation surrounding the imagining and ~ €nce of our other clergy from the diocese, our Equ-

completion of the new facility. menical representatives and others living in Sooke
who came to call upon |[God

Th_e_re were S0 many wopderful memories of one who comes to Holy Trinity seeking God.
spiritual birth through baptism, growth through Holy Sincerely

Communion, confirmation and marriage. There were
also the consolations of faith evidenced at funerals. ajex+ / Nancy+
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WALK TO BETHLEHEM...AND EAT SOME DEAD SEA ROLLS?

Now, far away from the tinseled trees and crowded;sléb’/ﬁ?aé R’flaz#

most commonly usher in the Christmas holiday season, this is

DECEMBER 6, 7, and 8!

an event no one should miss.

You will find many
scenes from Bethlehem
including the nativity,
complete with live ani-

I magine a little village that
existed long before colored
lights, reindeer, or Santa Cla
Roman Soldiers walk the strg
Wise Men appear with their
camels, shop keepers are g
about their everyday lives, ye
this village is on the brink of
something immense, the birt
of one who would forever
change the course of huma
history. Experience this villag
as it really was. Come to
Bethlehem and see for yours
the magic and wonder of the
first Christmas.

Experience the bustling
marketplace of

tax collector, a potter, a
basket weaver, a story

Step back in time as you ente
the gates of Bethlehem of Ju
The Roman emperor has iss
an order that a census be tak
throughout the Empire and
every male must registe
are traveling streets illuminated by torchlight, wande
deeper into the heart of a village where cautious Ro
soldiers patrol the crowd,. Wise men, shepherds, liv
stock are among the many passershy, shops and s
keepers inhabit a bustling marketplace, and welcom
cheer abounds.

teller, and
other
characters of
the time.

Again this year the Sooke Baptist Church, with help
and volunteers from the neighboring churches, will
present 0The Bethl ehem Wal
come a family traditio
and this year there arg
some new additions to
what youodv

(To volunteer call Terr
250 642 6012

RI NI'TY CONTRI!I BUTES THA&
L So. COME AND ~-SEE OUR

mals and real characters.

Bethlehem, featuring spicsg
and bread vendors, Roma
soldiers, a census taker, a

i nter ds

E BAY/
r BOC

Page 2 Trinity News November 2008




GOOD STEWARDS GATHER, PRAY AND PLAY

As | interact with many of you on a Sunday morning, aftnd as good stewards of this wonderful place to

meetings or other gatherings, | hear a lot of concern /IV&; worship and carry out the work of the Lord
@Ils for our full attention.

about our church finances. But let me say at the ons¥
here...Church is about people, not money.

It

Alex and | are pleased that so many of you want us to BUT GATHER FI RSTEéAND

become your full time clergy, which of course meansWHAT JESUS IS DOING AMONG US!
more pay. Then we have our beautiful church which

: Ve ~\We sense, as people have always seased
unlike many church buildings, we can boast that it is

those privileged to see Jesus face te-fiu

opaid for in fullo. O U Tettifg 3dsis T he fddntwill Bhangd eveything? ™ Y

the process of being built out. Funds have been Spe@%pecially our lives. Scary? Perhaps, and yet

and we now have renters in the upper level; yet morg, o truly yearn for is that which only God can gi
funds are needed to complete the job on the lower level.

But, again, we need to keep in mind ihat healthy
community we take turns giving and receiving

you; reflect too on the many blessings we all
receive by your presence among us.

THIS IS OUR PRIORITY: TO CONTINUE TO
GROW INTO A HEALTHY WORSHIPING COM-
MUNITY AS WE RECOGNIZE THE LOVE OF

GOD IN EACH OTHER! We do this first and QENEROS/TY TRUST AND
foremost as we gather on Sundays as a community o !

faith. Itis our weekly communal experience, where we ABUNDANCE

gather to give thanks and receive sustenance for our

journey into the next week. Then we stay for our

ohappy holy hourd after whit@dds we thinkdf When' wet h@ar tieWwor
each other. Here we are at our most interactive. Shag%rosny’) Perhaps some would look at the

~ Nancy+

life beyond our sitting quietly at worship or learning  of the gift or the nobility of the cause. But Jesus

about each other in our parish newsletter. measured generosity by a radically new standg
the condition of the

WE TALK ABOUT THANKSGIVING, WE TALK 6For where your treas
'ABOUT LIFE€ We talk about thanigiving, grati- P € al so09 (Matthew 6:
tude, tough times, life, our dreams, worries, pain andebligation for followers of Christ; it is an excil
frustrations. In this way and in other personal encourd ©OPpOrtunity to lay up treasure that will
ters we truly become ¢t hdedStdy glfemiys christoé by
ing and engaging with each other. If you live with an attitude

And this is also true money is important, andin  °f abundance then you
these tough financial times we need totdye can embrace a lifesty
tional with our spendingandcreative with our of generosity, according
budgeting. We at Holy Trinif9d@8snyerde
family of God in Sooke without paying attention to ouf*@mple.
Ohousehol dé6 expenses

Take time this day, this week, this month and
reflect on the many blessings Holy Trinity offers

what
e.
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K|DSPAGE| The Wi dowds Mite. When Jesus

others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her

Every Sunday we give in a su “ @ltineverything al | she had to-44 i ve |
money to the church. We use
offering plates. People sometimes just put money on the

plates other times they put the money in a special chufffAssisi, Mother Teresa of Calcutta and Jegus

envelope first and then put it on the plate at the offering’ho even gave his life on the crasd with
time. whom God was so pleasdtat he gave to him

a brand new life in the resurrection of the ded

So, here are some questions for y@o you know why _
people give money at churcB® you give money at ~ S0- when you wonder how much to give to

church? Know what happens to the money after you dig/ed - remember the examP'e that Jesus held
it? for us- and do what you think God wants you

to do- no matter what.
The gospel today is a story of Jesus watching people put

money into the offering box at the Temple in the city of
Jerusalem. Many rich people threw in large amounts.Dgat Lord Gedve thank you for looking after u
a poor widow came and put in two very small copper thank you for caring faveithank you for feedin
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Jesus told his- We thank you for loving us. Help us dear Lof
disciples something that sounds very strange. He said/@u With all our heart all our soul all-camdrafid
tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into thePur strengihand to love our neighbasiiwe love
treasury than all the others". Do you know why Jesus ourselveamen

might have said that? How he could, for example,

compare $1,000 to a single loonie and say that the Ioonie'l_'lOUD’4 YS ARE COMING!

Wés more than the $1,0007 When you think of the holidays whom do yoU
His answer was "Those who gave a lot all gave out'of W&k of most? Honestly, you probably are
wealth; but the widow, out of her poverty, put in thinking about yourself and what gifts you

everythingall she had to live on." What she gave meankignt like to have. This is a fun time of year iLr;
.

more to her and therefore to Jesu$han what the rich that respect. But have you thought about oth

people gavebecause what they gave out of their people, other kids or even adults who do not
abundancethey gave leftovers as it webet she gave  ihink about gifts but about what they need?
all she had. Why do you think she did that?

Most of you know how to share but there is a
She did that because she believed two things. First shef joy in giving!
believed that everything that she-texllittle as it was
came from God. And second she did that because sh
believed that God who had looked after her thus far )
would keep on doing so no matter what. She knew t%ﬁ’u'd be a great thing to have anyway? Or

God loved her very much and wanted to show God hO\IIt?ere is something in your home that you kno
much she loved him. some adult could use... like a warm coat?

We have many other examples of someone who gave BYBu and your family have some money to p

rything for the work of God in our woHavho gave eve- a jar for a new gift, maybe you could be the
rything they had because of their love for God and for e 1o wrap it! As your parents and perhaps

‘g)o you have something that you could give tq
another child? It may not be new to them but

their neighbours and brothers and sisters. Can you th%u can make someone very happy this yeal.

of some? (Widow of Zarephath in the bible, St. Francis
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Thank You, God - when you pray this prayer, name your family, friends and neighbors!

The sun so bright up in the sky. The moon | see way, way up high! The soft green grass,
plants, the trees are special gifts God made for me.

All the people that | love are blessed by Jesus up above. My neighbors, friends and famil
special gifts God gave to me.

What gift can | give you my God in heaven up above? The thing you want the most from r
Is pure and simple...Love!
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