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                              Our Clergyõs  Thoughts and Reflections 

As Christians we acknowledge that we òareó because 

of others, because of the Other. We  did  not  make 

ourselves; we did not give ourselves life nor talents.  All 

that we have has been ultimately given to us in trust; 

we are Godõs stewards and God has entrusted us with 

much: the environment, our lives, our wealth, and the 

well being of others. But there is even more. We have 

talents that need to be recognized, developed and put at 

the service of ourselves and others. To share what we  

know.  To  be  loving,  selfless,  helpful  and     respon-

sible. Even more than our sib-

lingsõ keeper, we are also the 

keeper of the physical world. 

Ours is a unique outlook on life. 

Whenever Anglicans speak of   

stewardship,   we   spontaneously refer to time, talent 

and treasure. 

Those are the three things which we learned as children 

in church school. Examine each with us.   

The stewardship of time. There is nothing more pre-

cious than time. We cannot buy, rent, steal  or barter 

for more. We never seem to have enough. Yet, each of 

us will receive what God judges to be just the right 

amount. From conception until death, time is ours to 

waste or to use wisely. Remember the saying, òthe best 

things in life are free?ó Like breathing, time is in the 

background, as part of the framework, of our thinking 

and  doing.  How  could  we  consistently  use this pre-

cious gift for good? Holy Trinity is counting on (and 

grateful for) your time for the myriad ministries that 

are associated with the mission of our parish. 

The  stewardship  of  talent.  God  created    eve-

ryone of us multi talented in a unique way.  It is 

through our nascent gifts that we dream and realize 

those dreams through the use of our talents in tan-

dem with others. Which of your many gifts have 

you used to earn a living? Is God calling you to of-

fer that gift within the churchõs mission?  Whatever 

your gift, there is a real need for that gift in our par-

ish. 

 

The stewardship of treasure. 

There  are  many  expressions  of  

spiritual and material treasures. Certainly relation-

ships with your beloved, family, country and God 

are the most essential. Material resources are abso-

lutely necessary in supporting these relationships.  

 

Annually,  you  and  I  are  asked  to  look  at our 

income and determine how much God is inviting 

us to place in our 2009 envelopes. Your decision 

should come after prayerful thought.  God loves a 

cheerful giver; give until it feels right. Stretch until 

you feel good. 

Sincerely, 

Alex+/Nancy+ 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP:  

A UNIQUE OUTLOOK ON LIFE  
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No News Here 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News Here 

 

 

At the recent Diocesan Synod, the Rev. Dr. Gary Nicolosi spoke 

to the clergy and delegates about òA New Kind of Church.ó  The 

following are some of the highlights of his speech. 

   The good news: We are an incredibly wealthy diocese  

compared to most of the dioceses in the Anglican 

Communion. Our congregations are engaged in all 

sorts of creative ministries. We are a diocesan family 

that supports one another in many ways and we have a 

God who loves us always and forever...who never 

abandons us and through Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to 

direct, guide and empower us every step of the way. 

The bad news: when it comes our way, the tendency is 

either to ignore it, deny it or minimize it. Quoting Scott 

Peckõs famous first line in The Road Less Traveled: òTruth 

is difficult.ó 

Gary went on to say that the churches in our diocese 

are experiencing steep decline in membership, most of 

the churches are living on the edge. Even healthy 

churches could become unhealthy by a change in cleri-

cal leadership, or loss of key financial supporters.  Not 

even the healthy churches are growing significantly.  

Those with solid youth  ministries  are  not  booming  

with  young people.   

It is not that we are becoming older and smaller. Parish 

          IS                                                 
HOLY TRINITY           

      AT THE  

CROSSROADS? 

   Yes,  it is and  

      opportunity is 

     knocking at our           

             door!    

 

ministry  is becoming more difficult. Most clergy have 

been trained in a  pastoral model of ministry, but in a 

post-Christian world that model isnõt effective. And 

in the meantime a growing number of churches can 

barely afford a priest. But more than this bad news 

that we have to face honestly and courageously and 

not deny or ignore or minimize...WE HAVE HOPE! 

Because there  is  nothing  inevitable  about  church 

decline.  History proves this out over and over when 

during turbulent times the old order was collapsing 

and the future seemed uncertain. 

Today we are living in one of those hinges of history 

when Christendom is giving way to post-Christian 

and modernity is being replaced by post-modernity. 

But note, there has been more change in the 20th 

century than in the previous two thousand years. The 

question for us today is this: What would our church 

look like if we were starting from scratch in order to 

be effective in reaching the people in our community? 

Certainly to shift from maintenance to mission wonõt 

be easy; indeed for some it will be a painful learning 

curve moving us from our comfort zones. However, 

WE CAN DO THIS SO LONG AS WE HOLD 

FIRM TO JESUS AS THE CENTER OF OUR 

FAITH.  Jesus is the main thing; all else is secondary. 

                                                   ~ edited by Nancy + 

                       PARISH AT THE CROSSROADS 

 CHANGE  

  DIRECTION !       

 

    STATUS QUO                                                          HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  GROWTH                                                                DECLINE 

    Where are we...where do we want to be?   Can we get there from here?   Who has the map?             

 



   THROUGH THE PRAYER CHAIN,  

                                  CARE AND LOVE IS EXTENDED  

 

    Jesus showed his love for the sick by visiting, touching, forgiving and healing them. And reading the Gospel 

of Matthew (25:31-40 ) we find Jesus encouraging us to recognize Him in our sisters and brothers who are ill. 

Throughout the centuries, the people of God have continued to express this love and care through prayer for 

those who are sick or who have special or urgent needs. 

 

    Prayer is the practice of the presence of God. It is the place where pride is                                                     

abandoned, hope is lifted, and  supplication is made. Most of us know that those 

who are suffering are remembered in the prayer of the Church on Sundays.  But 

did you know that in addition to that, Holy Trinity also has a Prayer Chain?   

   In general prayer chain is a network of individuals who will receive                

prayer  requests and thanksgivings, forward them to the next available person in 

the network, and will pray  immediately for each request; prayer requests are kept 

confidential.    "Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door 

of my lips,ó (Psalm 141:3).  

 

    This Prayer Chain is a ministry outreach designed to spread the love of God 

for all people and serves God by praying for the needs of others and teach-

ing others how to pray effectively. We are dedicated to promoting the spiri-

tual growth of all individuals seeking a deeper relationship with the Lord 

Jesus Christ.        

                                                                                                                            

It is a Christian service that we happily provide to anyone who seeks 

it.  

Our Prayer Chain is a spiritual alarm system which communicates and takes 

prayerful action on the needs of the congregation, community and global 

needs. This network of people who are committed 

to  prayer,  take  action  on  behalf  of  the             

congregation.  The  importance  of  the   prayer 

chain is that it faithfully intercedes on  behalf of 

others in need by lifting  up  specific  requests,  

concerns  and emergency situations.  

Chains are only as strong as the individual links.  If you feel a call to join this group 

you would be most welcome.   Please contact: Helen Bacon: 250-642-5763 or       

Rosina Waddell: 250-642-3216. 

 

                                                                                                                    Nancy + 
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Let's pray and ask God to help us to offer our thanks-

giving by "thanks living."   Our Father, we come into 

your presence with thanksgiving. Help us to turn our 

thanksgiving into "thanks living." Amen.  Matthew 

25:35-40 

òAs you do to the least of theseé...of 

mine you do to me.  ó Matthew  24:35-40                                                                                                          

               WORD JUMBLE                                      

 

Place a piece of paper behind this picture after you have cut the doors so 

they will lift up. Do not cut around the top of the pumpkin.  Then write 

the things you are thankful for behind each door.  If you have internet 

access you can enlarge this photo and print it in color!  You could use 

�M�X�V�W���R�Q�H���Z�R�U�G�����W�R���U�H�P�L�Q�G���\�R�X���R�I���\�R�X�U���W�K�D�Q�N�I�X�O���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����O�L�N�H�����D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�¶�V��
name, parents, town, home, teacher, and so on. 

        KIDS PAGE! 

When someone does something nice for you, what 

do you do? You say, "Thank you," don't you? Some-

times that just doesn't seem to be enough. Has some-

one ever done something for you that was so nice 

that you wanted to do more than just say, "Thank 

You." I have. When that happens, I sometimes send 

them a "Thank You" card or email.    Everyone en-

joys receiving a "Thank You" card or email. 

Another way you can show your thanks when some-

one does something really nice for you is by doing 

something nice for them in return. For example, if 

someone invites you to spend the night and you have 

a really good time, you should return their kindness 

by inviting them to come and spend the night with 

you. 

It is always important to show our appreciation when 

someone does something for us, isn't it? 

Well, I don't know anyone who has done more for us 

than God has. God provides food when we are hun-

gry and water when we are thirsty. He heals us when 

we are sick and he comforts us when we are sad. The 

Bible tells us that he is an ever-present helper in times 

of trouble. 

Because of all God has done for us, we say, "Thank 

you." But somehow that doesn't seem to be enough. 

We could write him a "Thank You" card, but I don't 

think the Post Office could deliver it, do you? I have 

a good idea, why don't we do something nice for him 

in return? But how?         

Jesus told us how to do it. Jesus, said, "Whatever you 

do for one of the least of these brothers or sisters of 

mine, you do it for me." That means when we feed 

someone who is hungry, it is the same as doing it for 

Jesus. When we visit someone who is sick, it is the 

same as doing it for Jesus. When we give clothes to 

those who are in need, it is the same as doing it for 

Jesus. 

There is a very special name for this way of saying, 

"Thank you." I call it "thanks living."    "Thanks liv-

ing" is when we show our thanks by the way we live.                                            

Answers:  blessed, hungry, thirsty stranger, prison, brothers. 

Doors of thanks project!        


