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òSchool days, school days, oh, those golden rule days. 
Reading and writing and arithmetic...ó  Anyone re-
member this song from your childhood? The words 
still ring true for the current generation of our school 
age parishioners: Lydia and Gabriel Christie, Jocelyn 
Gauthier, Caroline and Holly Krutz, Clare and Victo-
ria Sutherland, Byronna Tweedy and Miranda Welsh; 
with David Gauthier and Dale Morrison on the other 
side of the desk! Is anyone missing from this list?  
Please tell us. 
 
At the beginning of every 
school year, there is much 
anticipation on the part of 
every group: students, 
teachers, administrators, 
parents   and   other    
concerned adults. Beyond 
the  usual  newness  of 
classrooms,  courses,  teachers  and  classmates, this 
new semester might bring the most exciting teacher, 
the brightest  group  of  students,  the most innovative 
administration and the most supportive adults you 
have yet experienced. 
 
When  we  were  students,  there  was  no interaction 
between  young  and  old parishioners.  But now that 
behavior would seem to be inappropriate. As people 
of faith we recognize that we are intertwined in each 
otherõs lives.  Consequently we should ask ourselves: 
which expressions of interest and support from adult 
parishioners  would  we  have  appreciated  when  we 
were children?  Why  not  do  for  others  now  what 

others ð for a variety of reasons ð did not do for 
us  but which  we would  have  appreciated?   To 
complete our list, why donõt we ask the children 
themselves directly?  I suspect  we  would  be 
amused and enlightened by their answers! 
 
In our three months among you, we have been 
amazed by the diversity of backgrounds, expertise 
and lived experience ð and we are just getting to 
know you!  There  is  very  much  that  you can 
offer as a welcome and necessary resource to 

school children: from elementary to 
university. 
 
David and Dale, which expressions of 
support would you find especially 
helpful from your fellow parishioners 
ð some of whom spent decades in the 
teaching profession/ministry? Again, 

drawing from our own experiences, we can both 
offer and ask them! 
 
Prayer, genuine interest, sharing our backgrounds, 
experiences and expertise is a partial list of ready 
made resources we could all make available to the  
children members of Holy Trinity parish.  Ask. 
You  just  might  be  pleasantly  surprised  by  the 
results. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alex+/Nancy+ 

Each school year  

    affects every parishioner   
            in a different way. 
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 A NOTE FROM AND ABOUT                                      
ôFRIENDS IN THE GARDENõ 
 
In the fall of 2007 as our new church building was being 
completed, it was obvious the grounds would need some 
serious development. We did have one ornamental plum 
tree of good size, a sewer pump that stood about three 
feet above grade and soil and rock hard packed as if for 
road bed construction - and, oh yes, no money. 
 
I envisaged a garden that would engage the interest of the 
passerby and that a portion of the congregation would 
take ownership of and care for it.  (Not the typical com-
mercial landscape, seven junipers and a bag of grass seed, 

where     
mowing and 
weeding     
become a  
tedious 
chore.) 
 
Having been 
one of the 
first to re-
spond to Dr. 
Lamõs call for                  

 
Friends of the Garden at Government House and loving 
my experience there, I thought why not Friends in the 
Garden at Holy Trinity?  From the first Monday in Janu-
ary when I put ribbon grass in the frozen soil along the 
rain garden by the parking lot, I have had help and en-
couragement from many.   
 
Heather Phillips came almost every Monday from January 
through June; her husband Bob donated soil and trailered 
it on site.   
 
Joan and Joe Titus sifted and wheeled many barrows of 
soil.  Ellen Himmer and Cy Norris lent their soil sieves.  
Heather Phillips, Joan Coates, Joan Taylor, Ian Siebel, 
Shirley Roodbol, Beth Van Ek, Judy Vanden Brink and 
Ed Salway have all donated plants. 
 
Many plants were also salvaged from the Rectory garden 
by Deborah Prior and me.  Graham Prior salvaged and 
donated the wood and his time to build the bench to hide 
the sewer pump. 
 

The cash outlay so far has been $161.00 for pea 
gravel for the plants and even there we paid for six 
yards and Dockside Trucking brought us nine 
yards.  The Reverends Nagy arrived just shortly 
after the pea gravel delivery and Alex+ helped 
with many barrows of gravel in order to build the 
ramp to the kitchen door.  
 
Tony and Judy Vanden Brink have been invaluable 
at keeping up with the watering.  Judy drops by to 
weed at times that fit her schedule. 

 
 And there are other ôFriendsõ as well - those who 
have noticed and complimented the development 
of our garden.  Your encouragement is most ap-
preciated. 
 
A garden is not built in a day so hereõs to the 
Friends who will see it develop through the years.                                   
    ~Elizabeth Tanner
                             
 

   SCRIPTURE STUDIES  

 
    
   Inquiries have been made of your clergy as 
to the possibility of a Scripture Study Group. 
 
   The study of Scripture is very important.  
We are very open to this idea and would ask 
your consideration of a Friday morning at 10 
am at the Church.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If this appeals to you please contact either 
Alex+ or Nancy+ and let them know.   
 
Office: 250-642-3172 
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CHURCHES GATHER  
FOR FIRST ANNUAL PICNIC  
 
To the Church of the Advent they came. From 
Holy Trinity in the West, St. Saviors' in the South, 
St. John the Divine to the East, All Saints, View  
Royal to the North and all the parishes in between. 
 
Beginning with an outdoor liturgy, followed by a  
òfinger foodó potluck old friends greeted each other 
and new friends were made.  There were games for 
the children and a wide range of music for the sing-
along; songs for both young and old.  From Baby 
Beluga and Under the Boardwalk to Waltzing  
Matilida and I Am a Happy Wanderer.   
 
Those who attended from Holy Trinity gathered under                     
the pear tree  and out of the sun  (back and right of upper 
photo).   We all had a grand time from 4pm until after 7pm. 
 
Perhaps Holy Trinity will host the gathering next year! 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY  QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE : 

 

Who wrote/compiled/edited the Bible?  First we have the Hebrew Scriptures beginning with the first five 

books of the Bible, called the Torah or the Pentateuch or the Five Books of Moses? How did these books 
come to be written?  

The traditional explanation is that the Five Books of Moses were written by Moses himself. 

As time went on, however, scholars became increasingly skeptical of the idea of Moses as single author.  Many 
redactions/changes took place over many years, however from 450 BCE on, the document was fixed - no 
more changes.  

The oldest existing parchments, the Dead Sea scrolls, date from around 100 BCE. They're almost word-for-
word identical to the versions we have today (although there are occasional transcription errors, most so small 
they would be noticed only by an experienced scholar).  
 
Then we have the Christian Scriptures: what is commonly referred to as the New Testament.  This is all about 
Jesus and the Way for Christians to live.   
 
It's hard to consider the profound impact of these texts on human history without thinking that there was a 
divine hand in its authorship; as to whether the human author was one or many... it really doesnõt matter.  

This is just a brief overview of what questions could be addressed in a Scripture Studies Class.            Nancy+ 
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òSometimes I go about pitying myself 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
And all the while 
                          I am being carried across the sky 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                          By beautiful cloudsó 
 
             Ojibway Indian Expression 
 
Photos by Ellen Himmer on recent trip as she drove across 
Canada to Manitoba 

 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL PANCAKE 
              BREAKFAST  
 
   On Sunday September 21 we will start the new Sun-
day School year with a Welcoming Pancake breakfast for 
children and parents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This celebration will be held in our church hall from 
9.00- 9.45am followed by a regular 10 am BAS service, 
including  Sunday  School  activities  for  the  children. 
Parents will be able to fill out the registration forms and 
meet other families. We plan to advertise this event in 
the Sooke Mirror, in the hopes of increasing our student 
population. If you have families in your neighbourhood 
who do not currently attend any church, please invite 
them to join us on September 21 at the Sunday School 
Pancake Breakfast.  
 
                                           ~ Shirley Roodbol  
 

   
PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT  
 
Here is an update on our financial situation as 
of  August 26, 2008.   
 
Our bank balance is a minus $164,500 with a 
very fair rate of  interest from the Diocese.  The 
ceiling for our line of  credit is $175,000. 
 
The rent from the upstairs unit is being applied 
to  this  debt  and  we  can  make  additional 
payments at any time. 
 
Also, if   anyone  anticipates  paying  income  tax  
we  do offer tax receipts for donations. 
                            
                                         ~ Elizabeth Tanner, Treasurer  


